already in use so far as the solids are concerned, and extends their application to the fluids.
Take it, again, as a lamp for guiding us to new knowledge, and therefore new power.
The embolic pathology has at once discovered, as it were, a new set of diseases. It was long known, that interruption of the arterial supply would induce the death of parts for which that supply was intended, as in the disease described by Mr Pott. Here the deficiency is caused either by feebleness at the centre of circulation, or disease at the extremity of the arterial tree.
The process, as might be expected, was slow and gradual. But, in this newly discovered class of diseases, we observe the sudden obstruction of a nutritive artery from an embolus, which often proceeds from a disease of one of the valves of the heart; so that, from the sudden occurrence of paralysis of function, we may be led to But all men are not, and cannot be, both observers and recorders. In the highest and in the lowest classes of our profession, the lets and hindrances of the daily work are so many and so great as to prevent the mass of practitioners from adding the fruits of their observations to the written records of medicine:
whether it be from want of opportunity, of ambition, or of time or taste for writing, they simply work, apparently contented with the knowledge provided for them. But even in the hands of such the science does not stand still; for in their individual cases, at all events, it roots, and grows, and flowers; and so, it may be unconsciously to themselves, they acquire more and more the power of dealing with disease. For observation, even though it be best rendered fruitful by study, has its silent influence on our afterthoughts and actions, even when the special fact or circumstance is forgotten. So it happens that in this class there are many who advance the cause of medicine, inasmuch as they are in themselves exponents of its advance, and must influence more or less all with whom they come in contact.
We are now to study that state of mind by the help of which medicine is made useful. To acquire and improve this mens medica, as it has been termed, should be the labour of our lives. To find out its nature will not be a misspending of our time.
You will easily anticipate me, when I say that the condition of mind implied by the term in question is that which makes the good physician. 
